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Street work, protests continue
Chebucto Road residents claim early-morning cutting violates HRM noise bylaw

By AMY PUGSLEY FRASER City Hall Reporter

A startled Chebucto Road homeowner alleged Monday that the city breached its own
noise bylaw by sawing down six trees shortly after dawn while the Halifax neighbourhood
tried to sleep.

"I’m certainly not happy with the underhanded way this was done," Carolyn King said
Monday outside her home. "It’s disgraceful."

The tree-removal work, the subject of protests on Friday, is the first stage of a project to
widen Chebucto Road and add a reversing third lane to help the flow of rush-hour traffic.

Ms. King said she woke up to the sound of chainsaws at about 5:30 a.m. Soon after, she
stepped outside her front door and saw more than 20 Halifax Regional Police officers
forming a ribbon of blue uniforms on her street.

"I felt transported to a surreal war zone," she said.

Soon after, neighbour Joe MacDonell came out on his front steps and couldn’t believe his
eyes.

"As awful as it is to see mature trees coming down in your neighbourhood, it was quite a
bit more disturbing to see the police as the only ones out there," he said. "It felt eerie
and kind of like a police state.

"I don’t think I’ll ever forget that."

The symbolism wasn’t lost on him either, he said.

"What it represents in terms of democracy in our city is that the people who live here
can’t have a voice . . . and are put under this sneak attack at 5:30 in a scene that looks
like martial law.

"It’s kind of spooky."

Mr. MacDonell, the president of the Chebucto Road Residents Association, said it’s too
early to see about filing a complaint against the city over its possible violation of its own
noise bylaw, which prohibits construction work before 7 a.m., unless it’s a police
emergency or city crews are doing the work. Even then, residents are entitled to 48
hours’ written notice.

"We’re still kind of just licking our wounds here," Mr. MacDonell said. "But I think we’ll
get to that fairly quickly and see if we can get some legal advice about that."

Coun. Sheila Fougere (Connaught-Quinpool) sent e-mails Monday to the police chief and
the head of the city’s legal department to find out who made the order.
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"I would question this qualifying as an emergency under the noise bylaw," Ms. Fougere
said.

A police spokesman said officers were trying to avoid a repeat of Friday’s mayhem, when
six protesters were arrested and the tree crews left after cutting down just one tree.

"The idea was to get in there early, without formally announcing it, to get the trees cut
down and the road reopened as quickly as possible," Const. Jeff Carr said.

Five of the six people arrested Friday were charged and most are to appear in court in
August.

Despite the early start Monday, protesters were on hand when the tree crews started
cutting.

Three more arrests were made, including one of the same people arrested Friday.

Laena Garrison, 34, of Halifax appeared in Halifax provincial court on Monday afternoon
charged with breaching an undertaking to stay away from Chebucto Road. She was
released on a recognizance and returns to court Aug. 12 to face two charges of
obstructing police and single counts of mischief and breaching an undertaking.

Two men were arrested for breaching the peace, one for sitting in the street and the
other for refusing to move away from one of the targeted trees, Const. Carr said. They
were released when the work was completed and they won’t be charged because
breaching the peace warrants an arrest but not a criminal charge, he said.

Ms. Garrison works at the Ecology Action Centre in Halifax but said she was off work both
Friday and Monday and was protesting "as an individual citizen . . . opposed to this
project since its inception about 2½ years ago."

She said she didn’t realize the undertaking she signed Friday prevented her from being
on the sidewalk and grass along Chebucto Road.

"It did not specify in the undertaking that I was not allowed on the sidewalk or the grass
beside it," she said. "That’s where I was this morning and I was handing out pamphlets,
so as far as I’m concerned, I did not break the code of conduct."

With Steve Bruce, court reporter
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